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The Feast of The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ

The Entrance

Prelude Carol of the Bells  arr. Brad Howland
 Ding Dong! Merrily on High  

From Four Bell Carols

Carol:  Hymn 83 O come, all ye faithful Adeste Fidelis, arr. Willcocks

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come, and behold him, born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.

2. God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, Begotten not created:

Refrain

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God, glory in the highest;

Refrain

4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;

Refrain

Station at the ChriStmaS CrèChe 

Officiant The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us: 

People And we beheld his glory. 

The Christ child is placed in the crèche 

Let us pray. Almighty and everliving God, you have given us a new revelation of your loving 
providence in the coming of your son Jesus Christ to be born of the virgin Mary: 
Grant that as he shared our mortality, so we may share his eternity in the glory of 
your kingdom; where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

hymn of PraiSe 96    Angels we have heard on high  (Vs. 1, 3 & 4)                                      Gloria

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
   singing sweetly through the night, 
  and the mountains in reply 
   echoing their brave delight. 
    Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
   him whose birth the angels sing;; 
  come, adore on bended knee 
   Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
    Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

4 See him in a manger laid 
   whom the angels praise above; 
  Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
   while we raise our hearts in love. 
    Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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the ColleCt of the day

Officant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 
Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may 
also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and 
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Word of God

The Lessons

the firSt reading   Isaiah 9:2-7                                

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness — on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 
dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod 
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramp-
ing warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a 
child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His author-
ity shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

hymn 93  Angels, from the realms of glory Regent Square

the SeCond reading    Titus 2:11-14 

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety 
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, 
and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good 
deeds. 

1.
Angels, from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o’er all the earth;
ye, who sang creation’s story,
now proclaim Messiah’s birth:

come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn King.

 
2.
Shepherds in the field abiding,
watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with you is now residing;
yonder shines the infant Light:

Refrain

3.
Sages, leave your contemplations;
brighter visions beam afar:
seek the great Desire of nations;
ye have seen his natal star:

Refrain

4.
Saints before the altar bending,
watching long in hope and fear,
suddenly the Lord, descending,
in his temple shall appear:

Refrain
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Hymn 105  God rest you merry, gentlemen arr. Willcocks

1. God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,
For Jesus Christ our Saviour was born upon this day,
To save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray;
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

O tidings of comfort and joy,
comfort and joy;
O tidings of comfort and joy!

2. From God our heav’nly Father a blessed angel came,
 And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same,
 How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name;
 O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy
 

Refrain
 
3. Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place,

 And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas all others doth deface;
 O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

 
Refrain

the goSPel   Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be regis-
tered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 
and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them.
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Hymn 115  What child is this, who, laid to rest Greensleeves

1. What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?

 This, this is Christ the King,
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
 haste, haste to bring him laud,
 the babe, the son of Mary.

the Sermon     The Rev. Dr. R. Scott White

the niCene Creed 

We believe in one God,
     the Father, the Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth,
     of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
     The only Son of God,
     eternally begotten of the Father,
     God from God, Light from Light,
     true God from true God,
     begotten, not made,
     of one Being with the Father.
     Through him all things were made.
     For us and for our salvation
          he came down from heaven:
     by the power of the Holy Spirit
          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
          and was made man.
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
          he suffered death and was buried.
          On the third day he rose again
               in accordance with the Scriptures;
           he ascended into heaven
               and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
         He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
          and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
     He has spoken through the Prophets.
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,
          and the life of the world to come. Amen.

2. Why lies he in such mean estate
where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.

Refrain

3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
come, peasant, king, to own him;
the King of kings salvation brings,
let loving hearts enthrone him.

Refrain
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the PrayerS of the PeoPle    

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”
For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us 
pray to the Lord.

        Lord,  have mer-cy.
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord.

 Lord, have mercy.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and José, our Bishop; the clergy and staff of this parish; the 
Church of the Advocate, for all clergy and people let us pray to the Lord.

 Lord, have mercy.
For our President, Donald, our President Elect Joe and governor, Roy, for the leaders of the 
nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.

 Lord, have mercy.
For this city of Asheville, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us 
pray to the Lord.

 Lord, have mercy.
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us 
pray to the Lord.

 Lord, have mercy.
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let 
us pray to the Lord.

 Lord, have mercy.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and 
captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.

 Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation let us pray to the Lord.

 Lord, have mercy.
For all those in whose honor and memory our flowers and decorations have been given this 
evening, let us pray to the Lord.

 Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy.
In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our 
life, to Christ our God.

        To  you,  O  Lord our God.

ConCluding ColleCt

O heavenly Father, who has filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold your gra-
cious hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to serve 
you with gladness; for the sake of him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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the PeaCe 

     Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.

     People   And also with you.

The Holy Communion
the offertory

Carol  Good Christian friends, rejoice In dulci jubilo 

1. Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!

2. Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss;
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door,
and we are blest for evermore.
Christ was born for this!   

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave:
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save!

PreSentation hymn 112:  In the bleak midwinter   Cranham

1 In the bleak midwinter, 
  frosty wind made moan, 
  earth stood hard as iron, 
  water like a stone; 
  snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
  snow on snow, 
  in the bleak midwinter, 
    long ago. 

2 Our God, heaven cannot hold him, 
 nor earth sustain;
 heaven and earth shall flee away 
 when he comes to reign: 
 in the bleak midwinter 
 a stable-place sufficed
 the Lord God incarnate, 
 Jesus Christ.

3 Angels and archangels 
 may have gathered there, 
 cherubim and seraphim 
 throngèd the air; 
 but his mother only, 
 in her maiden bliss, 
 worshiped the belovèd 
 with a kiss. 

4 What can I give him, 
  poor as I am? 
  If I were a shepherd, 
  I would bring a lamb; 
  if I were a wise man, 
  I would do my part; 
  yet what I can I give him— 
    give my heart. 
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The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to 
be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the 
flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of 
sin, and receive power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People       

SanCtuS                                             Robert Powell

Celebrant       

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remem-
brance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head 
of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

the Breaking of the Bread    
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fraCtion   O come all ye faithful vs. 2 Adeste Fideles

God from God, Light from Light eternal, lo! he abhors not the virgin’s womb;
only begotten Son of the Father; O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him Christ, the Lord.

Celebrant  

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Offertory Anthem     O Magnum Mysterium Ludovico Tomasso da Vittoria
  (sung in Latin)

O great mystery
and wonderful sacrament,
that animals should see the new-born Lord
lying in a manger!
O blessed is the Virgin, whose womb
was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.
Hail Mary, full of grace: the Lord is with you.
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb
was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.
Alleluia!

Postcommunion Prayer

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament 
of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord.   Amen.

Hymn 111  Silent night, holy night (kneeling)  Stille Nacht

1 Silent night, holy night, 
  all is calm, all is bright 
  round yon virgin mother and child. 
  Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
  sleep in heavenly peace. 

2 Silent night, holy night, 
  shepherds quake at the sight, 
  glories stream from heaven afar, 
  heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
  Christ, the Savior, is born! 

3 Silent night, holy night, 
  Son of God, love’s pure light 
  radiant beams from thy holy face, 
  with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
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The Christmas Blessing

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy sea-
son, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with 
joy, and make you heralds of the gospel. Amen

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give 
you his peace and favor. Amen

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever. Amen.

hymn: 87  Hark! the herald angels sing Mendelssohn, arr. Willcocks

the diSmiSSal  BCP p. 366

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God. 

Postlude Fanfare on Antioch (Joy to the World) arr. Mark Shepperd 

1 Hark! the herald angels sing 
  glory to the newborn King! 
  Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
  God and sinners reconciled! 
  Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
  join the triumph of the skies; 
  with th’angelic host proclaim 
  Christ is born in Bethlehem! 

    Hark! the herald angels sing 
    glory to the newborn King! 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
  Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
  late in time behold him come, 
  offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 
  Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
  hail th’incarnate Deity. 
  Pleased as man with man to dwell; 
  Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

  Refrain 

3 Hail! The heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, 
ris’n with healing in his wings,
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give them second birth,

 Refrain  

Four Bell Carols: © 2014 by Lassus Publications.  All Rights Reserved. Permission is granted by Brad Howland.
Fanfare on Antioch: © 2015 Fred Bock Music Co.  All Rights Reserved.Permission is granted by Onelicense # A-708263 

Permission is granted by Onelicense for the following 6 carols arr. by David Willcocks.  All Rights Reserved. #A-708263: Once in 
Royal David’s City: © 1970 Oxford University Press (descant and organ part). Brass accompaniment © 1984 Oxford University 

Press. Gabriel’s Message: ©1975 David Willcocks; 1978 transferred to Oxford University Press. Away in a Manger © 1960 Oxford 
University Press. God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen © 1961 Oxford University Press. Brass accompaniment © 1984 Oxford Univer-
sity Press. O Come, All Ye Faithful © 1961 Oxford University Press. Brass accompaniment © 1984 Oxford University Press. Hark! 

the Herald Angels Sing ©1961 Oxford University Press (descant and organ part for vs 5). Brass accompaniment ©1984 Oxford 
University Press. We Three Kings of Orient Are: © 2019 LLB Music Publishing. All Rights Reserved. Permission is granted by 

David Harris.  All other music is in the public domain.
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