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Prelude Christmas Bell Fantasy arr. Bill Holcombe Jr. 

Processional Hymn 102 Once in royal David’s city Irby, arr. Willcocks
 Solo: Verse 1

Once in Royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed;
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Saviour holy.

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable,with the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high;
When like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.

Bidding Prayer

The congregation may be seated

The Invitatory  Ding dong! Merrily on high arr. Charles Wood

Ding dong merrily on high,
In heav’n the bells are ringing:
Ding dong! verily the sky
Is riv’n with angel singing
Gloria Hosanna in excelsis!
Gloria Hosanna in excelsis!

E’en so here below, below,
Let steeple bells be swungen,
And “Io, io, io!”
By priest and people sungen
Gloria Hosanna in excelsis!
Gloria Hosanna in excelsis! 

Pray you, dutifully prime
Your matin chime, ye ringers,
May you beautifully rhyme
Your eve’time song, ye singers
Gloria Hosanna in excelsis!
Gloria Hosanna in excelsis!
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First Lesson:  Genesis 3: 8-15, 17-19   A member of the Church Staff

God announces in the Garden of Eden 
that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.

And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: 
and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the 
trees of the garden.  And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art 
thou?  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 
and I hid myself.  And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the 
tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?  And the man said, The woman 
whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.  And the LORD God 
said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent 
beguiled me, and I did eat.And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast 
done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly 
shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:  And I will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel. And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice 
of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not 
eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;  
Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it 
wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

Anthem Adam lay ybounden John Ireland

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond;
Four thousand winter thought he not too long.
And all was for an apple, an apple that he took,
As clerkes finden written in their book.

Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been,
Ne had never our lady abeen heavene queen.
Blessed be the time that apple taken was,
Therefore we moun singen, Deo gracias!

Second Lesson:  Genesis 22:15-18   A Member of the Jubilate Choir

God promises to faithful Abraham 
that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed.

And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, And said, 
By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son:  That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and 
thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;  And in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.
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Carol:  Hymn 107 Good Christian friends, rejoice In dulci jubilo 

Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!

Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss;
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door,
and we are blest for evermore.
Christ was born for this!    

Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave:
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save!

Third Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7   A Member of the Chancel Choir

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.  For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  Of 
the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

Carol:  Hymn 89 It came upon a midnight clear Carol 
 

It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven’s all-gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.
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Still through the cloven skies they come
with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heavenly music floats
o’er all the weary world;
above its sad and lowly plains
they bend on hovering wing,
and ever o’er its Babel-sounds
the blessed angels sing.
 
For lo! the days are hastening on,
by prophets seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years
shall come the time foretold,
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendors fling,
and all the world give back the song
which now the angels sing.

Fourth Lesson:  Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9   A Representative of Government

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out 
of his roots:  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of 
the LORD;  And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: But with 
righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth:  
And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.  
The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the 
calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.  And the 
cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox.  And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den.  They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover 
the sea.

Carol:  Hymn 81 Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming Es ist ein Rose

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming
as seers of old have sung.
It came, a blossom bright,
amid the cold of winter,
when half spent was the night.

Isaiah ’twas foretold it,
the Rose I have in mind,
with Mary we behold it,
the Virgin Mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
she bore to us a Savior,
when half spent was the night.
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Fifth Lesson:  Luke 1:22-35, 38   A Member of the Altar Guild

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 
Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and 
the virgin’s name was Mary.  And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art 
highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.  And when she saw 
him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this 
should be.  And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with 
God.  And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call 
his name JESUS.  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:  And he shall reign over the house 
of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.  Then said Mary unto the angel, 
How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?  And the angel answered and said unto her, 
The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.  
And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And 
the angel departed from her.

Anthem Gabriel’s Message Basque Carol, arr. Willcocks

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
“ All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary,
most highly favoured lady,” Gloria!

“For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be,
all generations laud and honour thee,
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
most highly favoured lady,” Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
“ To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,
“ my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.”
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria!

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say--
“ Most highly favoured lady,” Gloria!

Sixth Lesson:  Luke 2:1, 3-7   A Representative of Asheville Churches

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that 
all the world should be taxed.  And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)  To 
be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.  And so it was, that, while they 
were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.  And she brought forth 
her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 
there was no room for them in the inn.
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Anthem   Away in a manger arr. Willcocks

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me for ever, and love me I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

Seventh Lesson:  Luke 2:8-16   A Member of the Vestry

The shepherds go to the manger.

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a 
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  And it came to pass, 
as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let 
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord 
hath made known unto us.  And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger.

Carol: Hymn 105  God rest you merry, gentlemen arr. Willcocks

God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,
For Jesus Christ our Saviour was born upon this day,
To save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray;
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

From God our heav’nly Father a blessed angel came,
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same,
How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name;
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

.Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas all others doth deface;
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.
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Eighth Lesson:  Matthew 2:1-12   The Senior Warden

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.  When Herod 
the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  And when he 
had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them 
where Christ should be born.  And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it 
is written by the prophet,  And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among 
the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.  
Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time 
the star appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for 
the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and 
worship him also.  When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which 
they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child 
was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.  And when they were 
come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; 
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

Carol:  Hymn 115 What child is this, who, laid to rest Greensleeves

What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?
 

This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary.
 

Why lies he in such mean estate
where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.
 

Refrain

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
come, peasant, king, to own him;
the King of kings salvation brings,
let loving hearts enthrone him.

Refrain
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Ninth Lesson:  John 1:1-14   The Rector

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The 
same was in the beginning with God.  All things were made by him; and without him was 
not any thing made that was made.  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  And 
the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.  There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John.  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, 
that all men through him might believe.  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness 
of that Light.  That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.  
He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.  He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not.  But as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:  Which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

Carol:  Hymn 83 Oh come, all ye faithful Adeste Fidelis, arr. Willcocks

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him born the King of angels;
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore  him, Christ the Lord!

God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, Begotten not created:
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God in the highest;
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory giv’n;
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing:
O come let us adore him, O come let us him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
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Welcome and Announcements

Offertory Anthem     O Magnum Mysterium Ludovico Tomasso da Vittoria
  (sung in Latin)

O great mystery
and wonderful sacrament,
that animals should see the new-born Lord
lying in a manger!
O blessed is the Virgin, whose womb
was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.
Hail Mary, full of grace: the Lord is with you.
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb
was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.
Alleluia!

Closing Prayers    The Rector

The Christmas Blessing   

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 
Amen

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with 
joy, and make you heralds of the gospel. Amen

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give 
you his peace and favor. Amen

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Processional Hymn: 87 Hark! the herald angels sing Mendelssohn, arr. Willcocks

Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim,, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King.

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come offspring of a virgin’s womb:
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail th’incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing glory to the newborn King.                     (cont. next page)

Hail! The heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings,
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth,
Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King!

Postlude  We Three Kings of Orient Are arr. David E. Harris 
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Onelicense for the following 6 carols arr. by David Willcocks.  All Rights Reserved. #A-708263: Once in Royal David’s City: © 1970 Oxford Univer-
sity Press (descant and organ part). Brass accompaniment © 1984 Oxford University Press. Gabriel’s Message: ©1975 David Willcocks; 1978 trans-
ferred to Oxford University Press. Away in a Manger © 1960 Oxford University Press. God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen © 1961 Oxford University 
Press. Brass accompaniment © 1984 Oxford University Press. O Come, All Ye Faithful © 1961 Oxford University Press. Brass accompaniment © 
1984 Oxford University Press. Hark! the Herald Angels Sing ©1961 Oxford University Press (descant and organ part for vs 5). Brass accompani-
ment ©1984 Oxford University Press. We Three Kings of Orient Are: © 2019 LLB Music Publishing. All Rights Reserved. Permission is granted by 
David Harris.  All other music is in the public domain.
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